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A changes into an inactive product B, from which the active
body C is subsequently formed. In the case now under dis-
cussion it is not necessary to suppose that B is formed from
A, and the phenomena are complicated by the fact that all the
rates of change are functions of the temperature; so that a
slight change of temperature may make a considerable differ-
ence in the appearance of the curves.
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The curves connecting current and electromotive-force for
the positive currents from freshly heated platinum wires in air
exhibit complications similar to those shown by the positive
emission from new wires in a high vacuum. At low tempera-
tures the currents may show no indication of approach to
saturation, even when the positive currents are quite small,
when the negative emission is negligible, and when the time
rate of decay of the positive currents also is inappreciable,ting at the same
